INTRODUCTION
An elementary theory of composite-material beams was presented by Berkowitz [ 3 ] . Although he considered anisotropic shear coupling, such as that produced by off-axis layer orientation in a unidirectional filamentary composite, he admittedly did not consider the appropriate shear correction factors to be used with his theory.
Using elementary transverse shear theory1, Bert [4] [6] , or a separate determination of the shear correction factors k and k2 , cf. [7] . The one analysis which does not have either of these limitations is the recent pioneering work of Reissner [ 1 ] . In a variational analysis, he considered general anisotropic layers laminated symmetrically about the midplane. However, he gave no numerical results.
Of the various methods proposed to determine the shear correction factors from static considerations, Chow [ 8 ] where G is the transverse shear modulus.
In the absence of body forces, the two-dimensional static equilibrium equation for stresses acting in the xz plane is Integrating Equation (5) Thus, Equation (6) Using Equations ( 10), (11) and ( 12), one arrives at an explicit relation:
It is noted that the form of Equation (13) is quite different than the result obtained in [2, 9] . However, for the symmetric case (B = 0), it reduces to the result obtained in [ 10] , which in turn reduces to the classical value of 5/6 determined by Reissner [11] for the homogeneous case (E and G independent of z). Furthermore, it can be shown that Equation (13) [2] .
The numerical result obtained from Equation (13) is identical, to four significant figures, with the 0.8212 value reported in Reference [2] . This is quite interesting in view of the fact that the present derivation and resulting equation for k2 are quite different from those of Reference [2] .
If one omits the bending-stretching coupling effect by setting B = 0, k2 is reduced to only 0.6580. This is significantly different from 0.8212 and thus the bending-stretching effect in such a two-ply laminate cannot be neglected.
